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of«] A=A, ‘Before the end of the medieval period they had

produced the most exhaustive and copious dictionary in any

language prior to the nineteenth century. The truth is that in
lexicography—as in many other fields—the Arabs occupy a
central position both in time and space; between the Ancient
World and Modern, between the East and the West. If a
fifteenth-century Arab could be miraculously transported into
Twentieth-century Britain, he would not be at all surprised
to see the volumes of the ‘Oxford English Dictionary’ on
the library shelves: in some Europen countries, he would be

surprised to see nothing compareable yet completed’."!
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